THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAT MACDONALD
public expenditure drew these two unfriendly colleagues into
a strange co-operation.
It is also of interest to note that the Conservative and
Liberal leaders in the debate welcomed the proposal of a
* Council of State,' which had been so long MacDonald's
desire. While Snowden did not mention a c Council of State,5
he certainly indicated the desirability of a co-operation of all
Parties to deal with this financial question. This was near
enough, at the moment, to the idea of a National Government
to qualify for the confederacy.
The first sequel to Snowden's sensational speech in the House
was the demand for a special meeting of the Parliamentary
Labour Party to allow the Chancellor to make his explanation.
The Premier and the Chancellor attended. Both addressed
the meeting. Both stressed the grave position into which the
national finances had fallen. .Both spoke so pessimistically
that Members began to wonder why they had not accepted
the Tory motion of censure, seeing that they both believed in
it. The Chancellor, however, had evidently been impressed
by the unfavourable reception accorded to his ominous speech
in the House. He emphatically assured the Labour Members
that the statement that the Government intended to reduce
unemployment benefit, as ha4 been stated in the Press, was
absolutely without foundation. In fact, that question had
never arisen.
MacDonald addressed the Party in terms of what the late
Lord Oxford called c inspissate gloom.9 He was careful,
however, to throw the burden of responsibility on to the
shoulders of Snowden. * I am very sorry,' he said, * but there
it is. The Chancellor will tell you. We simply cannot go on
in this way.'
The second sequel to this important debate was, of course,
the appointment of * an independent Committee to make
recommendations to Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, for
effecting reductions in national expenditure. . . .'
It remained with Mr. Snowden, therefore, to give effect to
the decision of the House of Commons, and set up such a
Committee. This he did, and the Committee became known
as the May Committee, whose Report played so important
a part a few months later.
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